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From Your Media Specialist!

Many of you are assigning research projects for your students. (
· I am here to help!

· Remind your students to use their Research Handbooks. All students have received a copy.

· I have a great lesson that will help make their searches more successful. It covers Boolean searching techniques for searching databases and the web. 
We need to be consistent about having students use the 3 UMS required forms for all research.

· Keeping Track of Sources—Print Materials

· Keeping Track of Sources—Electronic Materials

· Website Evaluation Form (for websites other than links you give them)

Master copies of all three are on the Media Center Website, Research page at
http://ums.fcps.org/MediaCenter/research.htm
Permission to Print! Before allowing students to print from the databases, please check that they have the print version of the article and that they only print it one time. Many students are printing the screen version (which cuts off words), and are printing articles several times!

	Date
	Database(s)

	11/6
	Student Resource Center

Infotrac and Junior Edition

	11/13
	SIRS Discoverer

SIRS Knowledge Source

	11/20
	Science Resource Center

Science Online

	11/27
	World Book Online

	12/4
	CultureGrams

	12/11
	Ancient and Medieval History Online

	12/18
	World Almanac

Issues & Controversies


Databases vs. Web
Please refer to the attached handout on the benefits of using our databases rather than the web. One side of the handout is student-friendly to use with your document camera and discuss with your students.

Get to know our databases!

Starting Monday, November 6th, I will offer informal in-service sessions on our subscription databases. Learn the ins and outs of each and search like a pro! We’ll start at 3:15 on Mondays in the media center. 
